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                             Royal Aeronautical Society Canterbury Branch

                                   8 Primrose Hill Lane Christchurch 8051
Date:   Tuesday 15 November 2011 


                    Time: 7.35pm for 8.00pm  

Venue: Air Force Museum, Wigram 
Speaker: Des Lines

Synopsis: Science and Aviation 

Des is a retired Air New Zealand Boeing 747 Captain and light aircraft enthusiast supreme!

His involvement in aviation dates back to the early 1960’s when as a schoolboy, he took flying lessons in Central Otago. (An aerial top-dressing pilot uncle was probably responsible for stimulating his interest.)

He started work in the then National Airways Corporation office in Christchurch and continued flying training with the NAC Flying Club and the Canterbury Aero Club, where he gained his private and commercial licences.

Des became a DC3 co-pilot in 1964 and later on the Fokker F27, the Vickers Viscount and the Boeing 737 aircraft. He was appointed captain of the F27 in 1974 and held command positions on the Boeing 737, 767 and 747 aircraft until retirement. He has flown everything from the smallest to the largest aircraft.

Des lives on a lifestyle block at Swannanoa with his wife, children and grandchildren. This lifestyle block differs from most though, featuring grass runways, windsocks, hangars and a terminal/clubhouse block. Des owns an unknown number of aircraft and it is hoped that he will tell us on the night!

He will speak not only of his involvement in aviation but also about something quite different. For some years he has been running events at this property where he and a group of mostly retired volunteers (including RAeS members) demonstrate scientific principles to school kids. The success of these events is in the style of the presentations, with attention catching displays which young people understand and remember. This activity began as something he did for the local school and has grown to the stage where he has requests for attendance from schools far and wide. It is certain that he will entertain us well.  

Next Meeting: Hugh has had a lifetime interest in aviation and space.This lecture is the first in a series of three, and is to cover the period leading up to the launch of Sputnik,the first artificial earth satellite in October 1957. The second lecture will be “Journey into Space- the Moon or Bust covering the period from 1957 until the end of the Moon missions in 1972, when the United States triumphed in the race to the Moon. The third lecture is to look at other aspects of space travel. from deep missions and research satellites that have hugely increased our knowledge of the cosmos, to the ‘routine; stuff that we now take for granted, such as GPS, worldwide communications and the recently retired space shuttle. what might happen in the future will also be discussed. 
The next meeting is to be held on Tuesday 21 February 2012 at the Air Force Museum Wigram where the speaker and topic have yet to be finalised.

As this is the final speaker evening before the Festive Season your Committee wishes you and your families our best wishes and we look forward to providing the Branch with an interesting programme in 2012
Derek Woodward

Chairman
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